AIRBORNE & SPECIAL OPERATIONS MUSEUM

GRADE 7
Curriculum Guide

NOTE TO TEACHERS: This curriculum guide is intended to enhance your visit to the
Airborne & Special Operations Museum. By incorporating information and experiences
available at the museum with the NC standard course of study for seventh-graders, your
visit here will be made more meaningful for your students. The following questions,
observations and exercises reinforce specific competency goals and skill objectives for
7th grade students in the North Carolina Public Schools.

1. (This relates to competency goal 11 — learning to recognize the common
characteristics of different cultures in Africa, Asia, and Australia.)

a. Several military campaigns depicted in the museum took place in various
parts of Asia. See if your students can identify those campaigns. How was
fighting the Japanese in WW II different from fighting the North
Vietnamese in the Vietnam conflict?

b. Africa is a continent that has seen great conflict. How do the past conflicts
engaged in by African nations differ from those of Asian nations?

2. (This relates to competency goal 4 — learning to identify significant patterns in the
movement of people, goods, and ideas over time and places in Africa, Asia and
Australia.)

a. Islam is a world-wide religion, and often believed to be concentrated
among Middle Eastern populations. Have your students research where the
number of people who practice Islam is growing most rapidly.

b. Assign an oral report on the country of Vietnam, to contrast life there
during the Vietnam conflict and how the country is faring today.

3. (This relates to competency goal 9 — learner will analyze the different forms of
government developed in Africa, Asia, and Australia.)

a. Korea. Talk with your students about the history of Korea, including the
division of the peninsula into North and South Korea, and place that
history in the context of the world situation today.



b. Analyze the structure of the United Nations and discuss how that
international organization affects African nations and Asian nations. (Hint:
Look carefully at the make-up of the Security Council.)

4. (This relates to competency goal 6 — the learner will recognize the relationship
between economic activity and the quality of life in Africa, Asia and Australia.

a. Discuss how war and military conflict can affect the economy of Asian
and African countries. What are the valuable resources to be found in
African countries? Asian nations?

b. Discuss the concept of “vital interests,” as it relates to military action
undertaken by any nation. Debate what are America’s vital interests and
predict what might be considered a vital interest of a particular African
nation or a particular Asian nation.

The focus for seventh grade is on the continued development of knowledge and skills
acquired in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade studies of North Carolina, the United States,
and Europe and South America by considering, comparing and connecting those studies
to the study of Africa, Asia and Australia. As students examine social, economic, and
political institutions they analyze similarities and differences among societies. While
concepts are drawn from history and the social sciences, the primary discipline is
geography, especially cultural geography. This focus provides students with a framework
for studying local, regional, national and global issues that concern them, for
understanding the interdependence of the world in which they live, and for making
informed judgments as active citizens.

1. Using a map of Vietnam, determine where the Montagnards lived. Learn about
the role the Montagnards played in the Vietnam war.

2. One of the largest problems affecting the continent of Africa is the spread of
AIDS. Discuss how — and if — America could help solve that problem, with
military and/or other assistance.

3. Study the conflict in Rwanda in the 1990s between the two tribes, the Tutsis and
the Hutus. How was this conflict resolved?

4. When the government of any specific nation changes, why is this important to the
United States of America?



